Message Notes 7Mafw” Ao Wn«ml /!

What better determines ones status or “greatness” in our
culture?
The more one h or the more one g !

Luke 12 ° Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds
of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not
rich toward God.”

Luke 13 ° And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry
about it. > For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows
that you need them. *' But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you
as well.

True Greatness

e Is “living towards God”

o Is “seeking His Kingdom and trusting Him with
“e ”!

e lIseasilys by lesser gods!

Luke 18 *° When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.
Then come, follow me.”

» When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. ** Jesus
looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!
» Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for some-
one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?”

7 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

e Values deep which is necessary for
growing deep !

Luke 20 * While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, *°
“Beware of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and
love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and have the most important
seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. *” They devour wid-
ows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished
most severely.”

Luke 21' As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifis into the temple
treasury. * He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. ’
“Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the oth-
ers. ? All these people gave their gifis out of their wealth; but she out of her
poverty put in all she had to live on.”

e Has a heart marked by “ALL-a ?
which is set free for “over the top” g !
She gave out of her p !

2 Corinthians 8 ' And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the
grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. * In the midst of a very se-
vere trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity. > For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even
beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, * they urgently pleaded with us for
the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. ° And they exceeded
our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the
will of God also to us.

7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in com-
plete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also ex-
cel in this grace of giving.

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by com-
paring it with the earnestness of others. ° For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that
you through his poverty might become rich.

I Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched
by your completion of it, according to your means. 2 For if the willingness is
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what
one does not have.

3 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed,
but that there might be equality. " At the present time your plenty will supply
what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal
is equality, ° as it is written: “The one who gathered much did not have too
much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little.”

Practicing the “Great” life!

- Regular, intentional, rich g toward God!
- Practicing ALL— , living generously
in His name!



