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Acts 28
" Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. * The is-
landers showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because
it was raining and cold. > Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on
the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. * When the is-
landers saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man
must be a murderer, for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice has
not allowed him to live.” > But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered
no ill effects. ° The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after
waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their
minds and said he was a god.

" There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the is-
land. He welcomed us to his home and showed us generous hospitality for three
days. ® His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in
to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. ° When this
had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. '’ They hon-
ored us in many ways,; and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the
supplies we needed.

' After three months we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered in the island—it
was an Alexandrian ship with the figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Pollux. '*
We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days. > From there we set sail and
arrived at Rhegium. The next day the south wind came up, and on the following
day we reached Puteoli. '* There we found some brothers and sisters who invited
us to spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome. *° The brothers and sisters
there had heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of
Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these people Paul thanked
God and was encouraged. '° When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed to live by
himself, with a soldier to guard him.

Ephesians 2 ° For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— ° not by works, so that no one can boast.
0 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.

2 Corinthians 127 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpass-
ingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of
Satan, to torment me. ® Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. ° But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made per-
fect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses,
so that Christ’s power may rest on me. '’ That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am
weak, then I am strong.

In this account of the island of Malta experience two ways of
living are contrasted—

e “living by the of God r through a
f relationship in God.” A succinct definition of
grace is “unmerited f ”.

« In contrast what about living life guided by clichés like:

“its got to be some ones fault”, “what must have they
done wrong”, “l told you so”, “the world really runs by
’karma’, “people are stupid, idiot morons,” and what
about those people that are so quick to “fix my prob-
lems” before they have ever really listened to me!

Paul was living this chapter of his life simply “by grace
r through faith” in a God that was so absolutely

real to him. He knows his situation could not be explained by
judgmental c but rather he simply took “then_______
step” trusting in His “God of grace”! This is the story of
becoming great at “receiving and then generously giving

away” the unmerited f of God!

Dear Lord Jesus,
I SURRENDER myself and my agenda for this day in my life to You!
I RECIEVE You, Your agenda and Your resources for me!

And now I will ACT like it in faith-filled obedience! Amen



