Message Notes

Luke 15:1-3

! Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats
with them.” ? Then Jesus told them this parable:

Luke 15:11-32

1t Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to his fa-
ther, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them. *
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. “ After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. ** So he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. '* He longed
to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 7
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food
to spare, and here I am starving to death! * I will set out and go back to my father and say
to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.” * So he got up and went to his
father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with com-
passion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. * “The son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.” 2 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe
and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. * Bring the fattened calf
and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. * For this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate. * “Meanwhile, the older son
was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. * So he called
one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ¥ “Your brother has come,” he re-
plied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
# “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded
with him. ¥ But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you
and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could
celebrate with my friends. * But when this son of yours who has squandered your property
with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!” * ““My son,’ the father
said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. ** But we had to celebrate
and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.””

Ephesians 2:8-9
* For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God— *° not by works, so that no one can boast.

Luke 7:36-50

3% When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Phari-
see’s house and reclined at the table. ¥ A woman in that town who lived a sinful life
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster
jar of perfume. * As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on
them. * When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man

were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that
she is a sinner.” * Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me,
teacher,” he said. ** “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him
five hundred denarii,® and the other fifty. © Neither of them had the money to pay him
back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” # Simon
replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have judged cor-
rectly,” Jesus said. # Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see
this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she
wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. # You did not give me a kiss, but
this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. * You did not put oil
on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. ¥ Therefore, I tell you, her many sins
have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little
loves little.” *# Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” # The other guests began
to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” * Jesus said to the
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

1 John 1:8-2:2

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. °* If we con-
fess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all un-
righteousness. ™ If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his
word is not in us. ' My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
? He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the
whole world.
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