Message Notes

ARISE is a an intentional call to action for Point of Grace to be transformed as
individuals and as a church body, to literally “become light” and “shine” for

God’s glory in key areas of personal and church life. Point of Grace embraced
Part One of ARISE in the Spring of 2010 by surrendering to God’s transform-
ing work in the area of financial giving. In this phase of ARISE God is calling
us to transformation in the areas of Service, Community, Worship and Prayer!

Isaiah 60 ' "Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.

Romans 12 'Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of
worship. “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

“In Jesus Name” community has an environment:

e of“NoC ” 1
This environment is not absent of truth but seeks the elimination
of condescension, belittling, being judgmental, blaming, etc. and
the tricky one— -condemnation!

o of mutual support for authentic growth which calls for

“G and T overT !

Grace is more than unconditional acceptance and forgiveness!

Graceis ]

It takes a lot of grace for us to receive the without going

into condemnation but to stay on the road to

Romans 8 'Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus,’because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from
the law of sin and death. *For what the law was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, *in order
that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live
according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.

Why is there so much power in condemnation?

John 3 '°"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,"V that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. '’ For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through
him. " Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one
and only Son......... 3 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his
hands. **Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the
Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

F /s the root emotion atour “ center”

- our ‘that place”- which is usually heavily !

1 John 4 '°And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. " In this way, love is made
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, be-
cause in this world we are like him. "*There is no fear in love. But perfect love
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not
made perfect in love. ”’We love because he first loved us.

1 John 4 '"'*God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love,
we live in God and God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, be-
comes at home and mature in us, so that we're free of worry on Judgment Day—
our standing in the world is identical with Christ's. There is no room in love for
fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear
of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet fully formed in love.

PWe, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, now
we love. He loved us first.

We can take the risk of entering our “condemned center” with the

beart cry of faith, “Jesus - r

His willingness to us in “that place” drives out the fear!

Surrender—Receive—Act




